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But it was too easy a way out. Alexander, who was
a shrewd judge of character, must have known that
Zhivkovitch was merely a "yes-man." Whatever the
King arranged the general was likely to approve. He
would not stand up for his own opinions, because he
had no opinions. All he required to know was the
King's mind on any subject and that would guide his
actions and utterances. King Alexander moved on the
assumption which is common in Jugoslavia that the
state is a small one without pretensions to be a great
power or to have influence in Europe, a peasant-cutn-
army state. But what had been possible in little Serbia
was not practical in the aggrandized kingdom of Jugo-
slavia. He had inherited the complication of politics of
the Austrian empire and it was imperative that he should
find men of talent to cope with it.

Raditch's advice had been, "Find capable men out-
side the antagonisms of politics and appoint them to
the ministries!7' He wanted the King to make a clean
sweep of the senior politicians. He approved Zhiv-
kovitch for premier because the general was completely
outside politics and therefore likely to be impartial.
At the same time he was a man who could not be bought
and would not push his own material Interests. But it
was not easy. The system in Jugoslavia does not allow
men of talent to shine. It is no land of opportunity.
There is no publicity for the achievements of young men.
No one who is at all young is considered of importance.
The seniors keep him severely in the background.
There is no quick way for men of parts to come to
the front, and Alexander is not to be blamed if in this
respect he cannot be said to have known his own people.
He could appoint Zhivkovitch but he could not give
him a supporting ministry drawn from capable men
who were outside politics.

There is no doubt that, dating from the 6th January,
1929, when the King announced the dictatorship, the
people began to sulk, His popularity was still un-